
The ACT
What is done, eg.

recruitment

The MEANS
How it is done, eg.

The PURPOSE
Why it is done, eg.

transportation

harbouring

receipt of persons

A helpful way to understand human trafficking is dividing it into its three elements; when all three
elements are present it may be a case of trafficking. You should not wait until you have evidence of all

three before reporting. The information you have, no matter how little, could be vital. 

threat or use of force

coercion

abduction

fraud

abuse of power

giving or receiving of

payments

forced

labour or

services

sexual

exploitation

domestic

servitude

forced

criminality

Human trafficking is a high risk for refugees in Scotland. As a frontline service
provider you have a unique and crucial role in identification.

www.sohtis.org
Call the Modern Slavery Helpline for advice: 08000 121 700

(Where a victim is under 18 years, only the ACT and PURPOSE are required)

Report anything you see that doesn't seem quite right. Ask yourself – is there evidence of:

ie. opportunist offer of assistance
(travel, work, shelter, etc.) to arrivals/
travellers or in temporary housing

ie. assisting with the arrangement
or payment of travel for gain

- 

ie. holding a persons ID, controlling
where and when they move around,
denying them access to
friends/family/external help/NHS ie. provide services in return for

accommodation, safety, security,
etc. 

ie. host asking for payment or
claiming benefits on behalf of a
guest



www.sohtis.org

potential victim may look uneasy, anxious,

avoid eye contact, be uncertain/unclear

about their travel plans or

where they are going to live

 

someone else is taking control:

paying/organising their travel,  speaking on

their behalf, carrying their ID,  avoiding

speaking to authorities/NGO's/Welcome Desk

staff on arrival

 

Early identification is crucial: if something
doesn't seem quite right, particularly with

Ukrainian arrivals. Report or see advice quickly!
 

 

A Guide for Third Sector
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Identifying & Responding to

Human Trafficking
& Exploitation

Spot the Signs

Who to Contact
Should you come into contact with
someone you suspect may be a victim 
of human trafficking call:

Modern Slavery Helpline:
08000 121 700

or download:
the Unseen UK App and report

If there is an immediate danger to the
suspected victim or if you think they
may be under 18 years, contact:
Police Scotland on 999.

Human trafficking is closer
than you may think!  It has

been identified in every Local
Authority in Scotland. It is

'hidden in plain sight'.
If you are supporting

vulnerable people it is most
likely you have been in contact

with a trafficked person.

Some of the signs of human trafficking are:
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Contact SOHTIS for advice or
advocacy

enquiries@sohtis.org

SOHTIS


